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PREFATORY  NOTE 


After  my  father,  John  Torrey,  published  his  inval- 
uable Genealogical  Notes  in  1885,  other  information 
came  to  him  that  threw  upon  his  little  book  strong 
side  lights.  All  this  he  carefully  placed  in  manuscript. 
For  a  few  years  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  give  his 
material  my  close  attention  and  to  add  to  it  something 
from  other  sources;  and  the  desire  grew  in  my  heart 
to  put  it  in  shape  for  preservation  in  the  immediate 
family;  but  the  result  is  very  disappointing,  for  there 
lies  before  me  a  mass  of  fragments  beyond  my  skill 
to  properly  classify.  This  little  pamphlet  is  presented 
to  you  with  hesitation.  It  is  raw  material.  Its  ad- 
justment to  periods  rests  with  the  reader.  One  inter- 
ested in  our  Ancestry  will  find  a  connection;  toothers 
it  must  remain   "A  Genealogical  Medley." 

A  tribute  of  praise,  for  generations  to  come,  will 
be  given  the  three  brothers,  John,  David  and  Stephen 
Torrey,  who,  in  1883- 1885,  collected,  compiled  and 
published  such  an  invaluable  amount  of  authentic 
genealogical  facts  relating  to  the  earlier  and  more  re- 
cent history  of  our  family.  I  wish  I  might  have 
builded  upon  their  structure  a  worthy  addition,  but 
neither  time,  experience  nor  ability  favor  such  results. 
I  can  only  hope  that  among  our  childrens'  children 
some  one  may  find  this  a  stepping  stone  to  a  more 
complete  and  finished  record.  F.  R.  T.  T. 

Explanation — The  numbering  of  the  generations 
conforms  to  the  Torrey  Genealogy  printed  in  1885, 
notwithstanding  the  change  introduced  into  John 
Torrey's  later  manuscript. 


In  this  Memoir  of  Jason  Torrey,  little  is  told  of  the 
ancestry  of  his  brave  pioneer  wife,  Lois.  Later  John 
Torrey  records  that  his  mother  was  the  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  Welch  and  Lois  (Mallory),  his  wife, 
and  was  born  in  Brandon,  R/utland  County,  Vermont, 
Sept.  9,  1775.  Nothing  has  been  obtained  concerning 
the  ancestry  of  her  father. 

Her  mother,  Lois  (Mallory)  Welch,  was  a  daughter 
of  Peter  Mallory,  of  Spencertown,  Columbia  County, 
New  York.  Peter  Mallory  had  three  sons,  named 
Peter,  Jr. .  Uriah  and  Eli,  all  of  whom  removed  to 
New  Ashford,  Berkshire  County,  some  years  before 
the  Revolution.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war,  Peter 
Mallory.  Jr.,  was  drafted  into  the  army  and  was  in 
the  battle  of  Bennington.  After  the  war,  he  removed 
to  Vermont.  An  aged  resident  of  New  Ashford  thinks 
his  birth  was  about  1750.  Probably  while  living  in 
Vermont  his  sister  Lois  spent  some  time  with  him 
and  then  married  Nathaniel  Welch. 

Uriah  and  Eli  Mallory  were  residents  of  New  Ash- 
ford and  died  there.  About  181 5  Uriah  Mallory  re- 
moved to  Macedon,  Wayne  County,  New  York,  where 
he  died. 

Of  the  earlier  ancestry  of  Jason  Torrey,  much  has 
been  obtained  that  supplements  the  little  book  pub- 
lished in  1885.  John  Torrey 's  later  manuscript, 
owned  and  preserved  by  Edwin  F.  Torrey,  carries  us 
back  one  more  generation  and  should  alter  the  gen- 
eration numbers;  in  fact,  in  that  manuscript  they  are 
altered,  but  that  change  can  only  be  done  with  pen 
in  the  printed  volume  and  may  lend  confusion  to  the 
accustomed  order. 

John  Torrey  says: — "From  the  most  reliable  infor- 
mation obtained  in  England,  it  is  evident  that  our 
ancestors  descended  from  Thomas  Torrey,  of  Combe 
St.    Nicholas,   England,   the   father    of    the    William 
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who  died  June  1557.  William's  (1)  will  is  dated  7  Oct. 
1556,  and  by  this  will,  his  father  Thomas  is  named 
as  one  of  the  "overseers"  (or  guardian)  of  William's 
children,  conjointly  with  his  cousin,  John  Fry,  and 
John  Richards  and  two  others. 

"His  son  Philip  (2nd  in  the  Genealogy)  married 
Margaret  Cookney.  Their  home  was  at  Wadbrook, 
about  six  miles  from  Combe  St.  Nicholas." 

Much  information  from  recorded  documents  which 
was  very  satisfactory  to  John  Torrey,  was  procured 
by  the  personal  research  of  Hon.  Alphonso  Taft,  of 
Cincinnati;  and  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Newton,  of  North  Wey- 
mouth, the  latter  through  correspondence. 

A  word  of  personal  explanation  is  here  desirable. 
Judge  Taft  wrote  several  letters  to  my  father,  John 
Torrey,  soon  after  the  publication  of  our  genealogy 
in  1885.  Since  that  time,  Judge  Taft  has  died,  also 
his  wife;  but  our  honored  President,  William  H.  Taft, 
has  kindly  given  his  sanction  to  my  making  use  of 
these  letters  of  his  father's,  in  the  little  pamphlet. 
They  are  of  unusual  interest,  and  those  of  us  who 
may  never  visit  these  places,  will  find  that  his  pen 
gives  us  a  pleasant  picture  with  which  to  illustrate 
our  Family  Annals.  At  the  request  of  a  friend, 
my  father  had  sent  to  Judge  Taft  the  memoir  of 
Jason  Torrey  and  the  Torrey  Genealogy, published  in 
1885.  F.  R.  T.  T. 

Judge  Taft  writes  Nov.  23,  1885: 

"I  have  examined  with  great  interest,  the  two 
pamphlets  you  were  kind  enough  to  send  me.  My 
wife  has  also  read  them  with  interest, who  is  a  Torrey- 
viz- Louise  M.  Torrey,  daughter  of  Samuel  D.  Torrey, 
of  Milbury,  Mass.  Her  descent  is  from  Angel  Torrey, 
the  youngest  son  of  Capt.  William, of  Weymouth,  Mass. 
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ine  of  descent  was: 

Capt.  William  of  Weymouth,  Mass. 

An^el 

Joseph 

William 

Samuel 

Louise  M.   (now  Taft). 


"The 

0 

(2 

(3 

(4 

(5 

(6 

"It  seems  to  me  that  the  statement  of  the  family, so 
far  as  it  goes,  is  remarkably  accurate  and  well  done. 
I  have  felt  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  family,  and 
have  spent  some  time  in  looking  up  its  history,  both 
in  Massachusetts  and  in  England.  There  was  a 
peculiar  interest  that  hung  about  the  career  of  the 
first  emigrant,  Capt.  William  Torrey,  of  Weymouth. 
He  was  so  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  the 
Massachusetts  Colony,  and  his  oldest  son,  Samuel, 
was  so  distinguished  as  a  man  of  intellectual  culture, 
and  ability  as  a  preacher,  that  one  was  naturally 
anxious  to  know  something  of  the  previous  history  of 
the  family.  In  the  year  1884  I  visited  England  and 
made  a  search  of  the  records  of  wills  in  Somerset 
House,  and  found  there  the  wills  of  William  Torrey, 
of  Combe  St.  Nicholas,  Somersetshire,  whose  will  was 
dated  in  1556,  and  of  Philip,  his  son,  of  Dorsetshire, 
whose  will  was  dated  in  1604,  and  of  his  grandson, 
Philip,  whose  will  was  dated  in  162 1  at  Combe  St. 
Nicholas,  Somersetshire.  (I  found  no  will  of  William, 
the  grandfather  of  Capt.  William).  I  procured 
copies  of  all  these  wills  and  also  visited  the  home  of 
the  first  Philip  at  Wadbrook.  It  is  six  or  seven  miles 
distant  from  Combe  St.  Nicholas,  and  the  line  be- 
tween Dorsetshire  and  Somersetshire  runs  between. 
Wadbrook  is  a  hamlet  with  a  beautiful  farm,  having 
everything  permanent  and  solid  about  it.  The  house 
is  of  stone,  two  stories,  with  the  appearance  of  great 
age,  but  in  good  condition.      I  saw  the  present  occu- 
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pant,  a  Mrs.  Roberts,  who  said  it  was  undoubtedly 
very  ancient,  and  it  certainly  had  that  appearance. 
It  looks,  however,  as  if  it  would  last  for  a  thousand 
years  to  come  and  still  be  fitted  for  a  first  class  dairy- 
man's house.  It  is  on  or  near  the  little  river  known 
as  the  Ax,  and  Axminster  is  but  a  few  miles  below. 
I  may  in  this  be  mistaken,  but  I  think  the  farm  ex- 
tends to  the  river.  I  never  saw  more  beautiful  herds 
of  cows  than  in  this  neighborhood.  Mrs.  Roberts, 
the  wife  of  the  proprietor,  showed  me  her  dairy 
rooms,  and  they  showed  that  the  dairy  business  was 
carried  on  at  Wadbrook  on  a  large  scale.  From  Wad- 
brook,  I  drove  to  Combe  St.  Nicholas,  called  on  the 
rector  and  with  him  examined  the  registry  of  the 
Parish,  but  found  nothing  there.  I  had  not  then 
seen  the  will  of  Alice,  the  mother  of  Capt.  William, 
and  so  did  not  visit  her  homestead.  From  Combe 
St.  Nicholas,  I  went  to  Wells,  the  Diocesan  Capitol 
of  that  County.  The  first  thing  I  found  there  was 
the  will  of  Alice,  or  Alicia,  the  mother  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam. It  was  a  counterpart  to  that  of  her  deceased 
husband.  Where  he  had,  by  his  will,  given  legacies 
to  the  children  unequal,  she  made  hers  so  that  the 
two  wills  made  them  all  equal.  From  her  will,  I 
found  that  her  home  was  called  "Betham."  I  wrote 
to  the  rector  to  inquire  if  there  was  a  place  bearing 
that  name,  and  received  an  answer  that  there  was 
still  a  hamlet  of  that  name.  The  distance  back  to 
that  Parish  was  too  great  to  allow  my  return  to  it 
then.  I  employed  a  clerk  of  the  office  to  make  fur- 
ther search  of  the  records  and  of  registries  of  births, 
deaths  and  marriages  of  that  parish  and  his  letter 
gives  some  additional  light  on  the  question  of  how 
many  wives  Capt.  William  had. 

'  'There  are  no  Registrars  in  the  Parish  of  Combe  St. 
Nicholas  so  early  as  the  emigration  of  the  family,  but 
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I    have    received    from    the   Bishop's    Registrars    at 

Welle,   where    some  of   the    transcripts  of    registers 

have    been  preserved,  the  following  for    Combe  St. 

Nicholas: 

"1608  William, the  son  of  Philip  Torrie,was  baptized 
21st  day  of  December. 

1608  Agnes,  daughter  of  Joseph  Combe,  was  bap- 
tized the  4th  day  of  January. 

1629  William  Torrey  was  married  unto  Agnes 
Combe,  the  17th  day  of  March. 

1639  Jane>  the  wife  of  William  Torrey,  was  buried 
the  27th  day  of  April." 

TAFT  FAMILY  HISTORY  INTERESTING. 
(A  Newspaper  Clipping) 

"Millbury,  Mass.,  Dec.  26. — Many  interesting  side 
lights  are  thrown  on  the  Taft  family  history  which 
the  secretary  of  war's  mother  compiled  during  the 
years  just  preceding  her  death.  This  record,  just 
published  as  a  part  of  the  Genealogical  history  of 
Worcester  county,  contains  eulogies  of  Mrs.  Taft's 
husband,  father  and  mother,  and  references  to  her 
distinguished  son,  which  show  the  pride  she  took  in 
him.  Of  her  husband,  Alphonso,  she  says  that  his 
fearlessness  as  a  judge  probably  prevented  him  from 
being  Governor  of  Ohio.  Judge  Taft  presented  a  dis- 
senting opposition  in  that  the  Cincinnati  school  board 
had  a  right  to  stop  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  a  pub- 
lic school. 

"When  the  case  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Ohio,"  she  writes,  this  opposition  was  sustained  by 
the  unanimous  court  of  five  judges  and  it  has  since 
become  the  law  throughout  the  United  States.  This 
Bible  in  the  public  schools  case,  arose  in  his  path 
several  times  later  and  probably  prevented  him  from 
being  Governor  of  Ohio.     When,  however,  the  storm 
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of  prejudice  and  bigotry  had  subsided  and  the  people 
had  time  to  consider  the  matter,  Judge  Taft's  reputa- 
tion as  a  judge,  who  knew  neither  fear  nor  favor,  in- 
evitably increased." 

"On  his  mother's  side,  this  story  shows,  Secretary 
Taft  is  descended  from  William  Torrey,  who  came 
from  Somerset,  England,  to  Weymouth,  Mass.,  in 
1640.  There  have  been  some  big  men  in  the  family 
beside  the  presidential  possibility.  The  fifth  William 
in  the  line  of  descent,  Secretary  Taft's  grandfather, 
is  reported  to  have  stood  six  feet,  seven  inches." 

Mr.  H.  A.  Newton,  of  Weymouth,  also  obtained 
from  another  source  in  England,  the  following  ex- 
tract from  Probate  court  records,  which  in  poinL  of 
time  preceded  the  last  extract  from  Judge  Taft's 
letter. 

"1630  Feb.  14th  was  issued  a  commission  to  William 
Torrey,  late  husband  of  Agnes  Torrey,  als.  Combe, 
deceased,  whilst  she  lived,  of  Combe  St.  Nicholas." 

From  another  source  we  learn  that  Agnes  was  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  Combe. 

John  Torrey  says,  "It  is  evident  from  the  provi- 
sions of  Philip's  (4)  will,  that  his  eldest  son,  William 
(5)  was  expected  to  remain  with  and  care  for  his 
mother.  In  1640,  after  her  death,  the  sons  William 
(5)  and  Philip  immigrated  to  New  England,  on  the 
same  ship;  and  in  1641  their  brothers,  James  and 
Joseph,  followed  and  joined  them.  Before  proceed- 
ing to  the  particulars  concerning  the  family  of  this 
oldest  son,  William  (5), we  give  the  provisions  of  his 


will  which  will  enable  us  the  better  to  understand 
these  particulars.  It  is  filed  in  Suffolk  Probate  Court 
and  dated  15  May  1686.  In  disposing  of  his  proper- 
ty, he  gives  certain  real  estate  to  *  'Samuel  Torrey, 
my  eldest  son/'  and  his  homestead  farm  to  "William 
Torrey  (5),  my  second  sow"  and  then  after  providing 
for  the  support  of  his  wife  during  her  life,  he  adds, 
'  'and  further  my  will  is  that  what  is  remaining  after 
my  wife's  death  shall  be  divided  into  six  equal  parts, 
to  be  disposed  of  to  her  six  children  each  one  alike." 
As  there  were  eight  children  then  living,  including 
Samuel  and  William,  who  were  born  in  England,  it 
is  evident  that  his  wife,  who  was  then  living,  was  the 
mother  of  the  six  born  in  America,  and  was  not  the 
mother  of  either  Samuel  or  William. 

John  Torrey  continues,  "The  New  England  His- 
torical and  Genealogical  Register  of  Oct.  1891,  page 
299,  gives  an  extract  from  the  will  of  Matthew  Havi- 
land,  naming  "Jane,  late  wife  of  William  Torrey  of 
New  England,  as  one  of  his  heirs.  Will  is  dated  6th 
April  1667." 

Some  of  Mr.  Torrey 's  correspondence  with  Judge 
Taft  related  to  the  questions,  "Who  was  the  Jane  re- 
ferred to?  and  was  she  the  wife  of  Capt.  William  (5) 
or  his  grandfather  William  (3)  ?  All  this  has  since 
been  settled. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Mr.  Samuel  W. 
Reed's  sketch  of  the  life  of  Capt.  William  Torrey;  it 
was  read  before  the  Weymouth  Historical  Society  in 
1 891.  It  supplements  other  details  given  in  the  Me- 
moir of  Jason  Torrey,  pages  1 1  and  1 2  as  quoted  from 
Mr.  H.  A.  Newton: 
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SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  OF  Capt.  Wm.  TORREY 
Read  Before  the  Weymouth  Historical  Society. 

By  Samuel  W.  Reed. 

William  Torrey,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came  over  from 
England  in  1640  and  settled  at  Weymouth,  being  then  about 
32  years  of  age.  His  former  residence  was  Combe  St.  Nicholas, 
in  the  County  of  Somerset.  He  was  doubtless  an  educated  man 
as  he  is  spoken  of  by  Edward  Johnson  in  his  book  called  The 
Wonder  Working  Providence,"  published  in  1654,  as  being  a 
good  penman  and  skilled  in  the  Latin  tongue.  He  was  chosen 
in  1641  a  member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
Company  or  as  it  was  then  called  the  Military  Company  of  Mass- 
achusetts. He  was  made  freeman  May  18,  1642,  and  in  Sep- 
tember of  that  year  his  name  appears  as  one  of  the  deputies  to 
the  General  Court  from  Weymouth. 

In  September,  1643,  the  stock  of  powder  allowed  by  the 
General  Court  of  the  town  of  Weymouth  was  placed  in  his 
charge. 

In  May,  1645  he  is  mentioned  as  being  a  lieutenant,  and  was 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  military  company  at  Hingham, 
and  was  to  train  and  exercise  the  train  band  there  until  further 
order  of  the  General  Court.  He  was  relieved  of  this  duty  May 
6,  1646,  at  his  own  request.  In  October,  1645,  he  was  chosen 
one  of  a  committee  of  the  General  Court  to  view  the  nearest 
way  between  Dorchester  and  We}'mouth,and  report  thereon  at 
the  next  sitting  of  the  Court. 

In  May,  1655,  he  Was  chosen  by  the  General  Court  a  mem- 
ber of  a  commission,  which  was  to  act  in  conjunction  with  a 
similar  board  chosen  by  the  Plymouth  Colony,  in  laying  out  a 
marsh  at  Conahasset  belonging  to  the  Massachusetts  Colony. 
In  1657  he  was  empowered  to  act  in  all  criminal  cases  in  the 
towns  of  Hingham,  Weymouth  and  Nantasket,  as  any  one 
magistrate  may  do,  and  was  to  keep  a  record  of  his  doings. 

In  1659  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  Selectmen.  In  October 
of  this  year  he  was  empowered  to  joyne  in  marriage  at  Wey- 
mouth such  persons  as  shall  desire,  the  same  being  published 
according  to  law.      In  1  660  he  was  again  one  of  the  Selectmen. 

In  May,  1661,  he  was  given  magistratical"  power  in  Wey- 
mouth for  the  examination  and  conviction  of  vagabond  Quakers 
and  in  proceedings  under  the  laws  relating  to  them  enacted  by 
the  General  Court.  In  December  of  this  year  he  is  mentioned 
as  Capt.  Torrey,  and  as  his  services  as  dark  of  the  deputies 
were  more  than  usual  this  year,  he  was  allowed  £5  extra.      The 
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salary  fixed  a  number  of  years  before  was  £16  per  annum. 

In  June,  1680,  he  was  appointed  by  the  General  Court  a 
member  of  a  committee  to  peruse  a  history  of  New  England 
written  by  Rev.  William  Hubbard,  and  report  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Court,  so  that  the  Court  may  order  an  impression 

thereof.  The  report  of  this  committee  was  undoubtedly  favor- 
able, since  the  treasurer  of  the  Colony  in  October,  1682,  was 
ordered  to  pay  Rev.  William  Hubbard  £.50  in  money,  as  a 
manifestation  of  their  thankfulness  for  his  paines,  in  compiling 
a  history  of  the  passages  of  God's  Providence  toward  the  peo- 
ple of  this  jurisdiction. 

In  Nov.,  1682.  he  was  chosen  by  the  town  a  member  of  a 
committee  to  build  a  new  meeting-house,  the  old  one  having 
become  unfit  for  use.  In  March,  1683,  he  was  chosen  by  the 
town  a  way  warden.  This  year  he  was  again  a  deputy  to  the 
General  Court  and  was  granted  500  acres  of  land  for  services 
rendered  to  the  Colony.  On  Nov.  26,  1683,  he  was  chosen 
moderator  at  a  town  meeting  held  on  that  date.  He  appears 
as  one  of  the  defendants  in  a  writ  of  quo  warranto  issued 
against  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Massachusetts  Bay  by 
the  Court  of  Queen  Bench,  Westminster,  June  27,  1683,  being 
then  dark  of  the  deputies.  The  result  of  these  legal  proceed- 
ings was  that  the  charter  of  the  colony  was  revoked. 

In  1684  William  Torrey  was  again  dark  of  the  deputies.  In 
1686,  the  charter  of  the  colony  having  been  revoked,  Sir  Ed- 
mund Andros  was  appointed  Governor.  All  meetings  of  the 
people,  except  for  the  choice  of  town  officers,  were  prohibited. 
This  state  of  affairs  continued  until  the  spring  of  1689.  When 
the  rumor  reached  Boston  in  April,  1689,  that  there  was  a  rev- 
olution in  England  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  about  to  be 
made  king,  the  people  seized  and  imprisoned  Andros  and  re- 
established their  charter  government  with  Simeon  Bradstreet 
at  its  head.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Council  for  the  safety 
of  the  people  and  convention  of  the  peace  in  May,  1689,  to 
which  deputies  were  chosen,  Capt.  William  Torrey  and  Eph- 
raim  Hunt  appear  as  deputies  from  Weymouth.  In  1687  Cap- 
tain Torrey  wrote  a  book  entitled  A  Discourse  upon  Futurity 
or  Things  to  Come."  The  book  shows  that  the  author  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  language  is 
plain  and  simple  and  shows  the  humble  and  reverent  spirit  of 
the  writer,  Captain  Torrey.  He  died  June  10,  1690,  leaving 
a  widow  and  eight  children  of  whom  the  most  prominent  was 
Rev.  Samuel  Torrey,  a  distinguished  clergyman  at  that  time. 
The  house    in  which   Captain  Torrey    lived  was  situated    near 
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what  is  now  known  as  Sampson's  Cove,  about  two  hundred  feet 
east  of  Neck  street,  and  nearly  opposite  the  estate  of  the  late 
Gideon  Sampson.  The  following  affidavits  taken  from  the  Reg- 
istry of  Suffolk  Deeds,  fix  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  this  country  : 
"  Phillip  Torrey,  aged  59  years  or  thereabouts,  heretofore  of 
Combe  St.  Nicholas  in  the  County  of  Somersett  within  the 
realm  of  England  there  Living  until  the  year  1640  (yeoman)  in 
that  year  removing  to  New  England  with  Wm.  Torrey  and 
Samuel  his  son,  both  of  the  sd  Combe  St.  Nicholas  with  whom 
he  lived  for  several  years  and  beeing  arrived  in  New  England 
settled  and  hath  ever  since  lived  in  Roxbury  in  the  County  of 
Suffolk  in  N  E  aforesaid  on  his  corporal  oath  deposed  that  hee 
well  knew  and  was  acquainted  with  the  sd  William  Torrey  the 
father  and  Samuel  Torrey  his  son  all  the  while  hee  lived  in 
Combe  St.  Nicholas  affors'd  in  old  England  &  ever  since  he 
came  to  N  E  &  to  this  day  being  in  their  company  on  his  oath 
affirms  them  to  be  the  same  Wm.  Torrey  &  Samuel  Torrey 
father  and  soun  afores'd  having  severall  opertunities  in  each 
year  to  see  and  confer  with  them  ever  since  they  beeing  both 
in  good  health  this  day  beeing  the  fifth  day  of  March  1673—4." 
Taken  upon  oath  before  us, 

Richard  Russell 
Thomas  Danforth 
Weymouth  Gazette,  May  8,  1891. 


From  Mr.  Newton  we  also  learn  that  the  first 
American  home  of  Capt.  William  was  near  Sampsons 
Cove,  Weymouth.  In  consideration  of  his  services 
to  the  Colony,  he  was  granted  five  hundred  acres  of 
land.  This  he  left  by  will  to  his  eldest  son  Samuel; 
it  is  supposed  to  have  been  located  in  Marlborough 
or  vicinity.  Samuel  was  a  most  consecrated  minis- 
ter, pastor  of  the  Weymouth  church  for  51  years. 
He  received  a  liberal  education  for  those  times. 
When  he  had  completed  the  prescribed  three  years' 
course  at  Harvard  the  faculty  added  a  fourth  year. 
This  was  displeasing  to  many  in  the  class  and  they 
withdrew  without  obtaining  a  degree.  Among  the 
number  was  the  (later)  Gov.  Josiah  Winslow. 

During  his  long  pastorate  it  was  the  custom  of  Rev. 
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Samuel  Torrey  to  have  the  children  gather  for  cate- 
chizing on  Monday  morning  at  sunrise.  At  the  days 
of  prayer  observed  by  the  association  of  churches  he 
was,  so  it  is  said,  on  account  of  his  remarkable  talent 
in  that  direction,  usually  appointed  to  make  the 
closing  prayer;  and  on  one  occasion  it  is  related  of 
him,  that  although  his  prayer  had  already  been  ex- 
tended to  upwards  of  two  hours,  "all  his  prayer  was 
so  entirely  new  and  various,  so  exceeding  pertinent, 
so  regular,  so  natural,  so  free,  lively  and  affecting, 
that  towards  the  end  of  his  prayer,  hinting  at  still 
new  and  agreeable  scenes  of  thought,  we  could  not 
help  wishing  him  to  enlarge  upon  them  and  we  could 
gladly  have  heard  him  an  hour  longer." 

William  Torrey  (6)  is  buried  at  North  Weymouth, 
also  his  wife,  Deborah,  In  the  old  cemetery  at 
North  Weymouth,  on  the  hillside  where  the  early 
members  of  the  family  are  buried,  is  a  stone  from 
which  the  inscription  is  obliterated.  "That  there 
are,"  quoting  from  Mr.  Newton's  letter,  "three  free- 
stone slabs  near  together  and  nearly  alike,  and  entire- 
ly different  in  material  and  workmanship  from  any 
others  in  the  vicinity,  of  similar  date,  seems  to  me 
proof  that  they  belong  together.  Two  of  them  are 
plainly  inscribed,  and  are  the  graves  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Torrey  and  his  first  wife,  Mary.  As  I  believe  I  can 
locate  the  burial  place  of  all  the  rest  of  the  second 
generation,  it  seems  to  me  reasonable  that  the  third 
grave  is  that  of  Capt.  William.  The  stones  are  much 
superior  to  any  others  in  the  cemetery  of  that  date 
and  must  belong  to  some  family  of  wealth.  There 
were  very  few  people  here  at  that  time  who  could  af- 
ford such  things  and  I  look  upon  that  stone  as  mark- 
ing the  burial  place  of  the  first  Weymouth  Torrey." 

John  Torrey  (7)  the  son  of  William  Torrey,  accord- 
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ing  to  the  history  of  Norfolk  Count)'',  Majss.,  was  a 
schoolmaster  in  Weymouth  in  1677-8-9  and  again  in 
1709.  Salary  50  s.  per  month.  His  occupation  is 
given  in  all  probate  papers  as  a  Tanner  and  in  1699 
he  was  granted  twenty  poles  of  land  for  a  tannery. 
Both  Lieut.  John  and  his  wife  Mary  are  buried  at 
North  Weymouth. 

The  following  facts  are  only  of  interest  to  those  de- 
scendants of  Jason  Torrey  who  live  in  this  vicinity: 

In  connection  with  the  pioneer  life  of  Jason  Torrey 
in  Pleasant  Mount,  (then  called  *  'Stanton  ville,"  '  "Ara- 
rat" and  * 'Beach  Woods"  interchangeably.)  I  have 
become  interested  in  some  details  not  alluded  to  in 
the  Memoir.  It  seems  from  his  diary  and  home  let- 
ters that  Jason  Torrey,  in  June,  1793,  found  a  lot  of 
land  that  suited  him,  and  hired  a  man  to  work  with 
him  cutting  timber  for  a  week.  This  must  have 
cleared  quite  a  space  and  he  evidently  believed  he 
had  taken  up  a  claim.  Uncertainties  as  to  his  future 
and  the  development  of  business  as  a  surveyor  and 
land  agent,  prevented  his  pushing  the  work  on  his 
clearing  for  three  years,  but  August,  1796,  we  find 
this  record  in  his  diary:  "Went  with  E.  Kellogg  to 
see  my  land,  East  of  them.  Found  it  more  to  my 
notion  than  expected."  He  had  just  come  from  a 
long  stay  in  Philadelphia  and  Pottstown,  where  his 
work  had  been  drafting  and  penmanship.  Under 
the  impulse  of  a  quickened  interest  in  his  "land",  the 
next  day's  entry  reads:  "Went  to  work  with  Mr. 
Mumford  mowing,  to  season  my  hands  to  the  axe." 
But  alas  for  human  plans!  Aug.  8th,  we  read:  "Saw 
S.  Stanton,  who  says  the  agents  for  the  Gaskell  fam- 
ily are  directed  to  prosecute  the  first  person  that  set- 
tles on  it,    by  virtue  of  another  claimed  title.     Con- 
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elude  it  is  best  to  try  Walter  Kimble."  With  char- 
acteristic energy,  on  the  12  day  of  Aug.,  he  went  in 
search  of  Walter  Kimble  at  "Lackawack"  and  the 
13th  of  Aug.,  says:  "Took  deed  poles  of  Walter 
Kimble  and  Elizabeth  Kimble  for  their  warrants." 
The  old  Parchment  Patent  for  that  land  is  to-day  an 
interesting  document.  It  states  that  the  tract  is  called 
"Fair  View"  and  in  one  of  Jason's  letters  he  says,  "It 
is  well  named."  The  location  is  to  the  east  of  Pleas- 
ant Mount,  up  the  hill  beyond  Johnston's  Creek. 

There  is  a  bit  of  local  history  in  connection  with  the 
first  claim  of  land.  An  old  map  of  Wayne  County, 
drawn  by  a  Mr.  Jacob  Davis,  names  what  is  now 
"Bigelow  Pond''  as  "Torrey  Pond,"  and  Mr.  Lewis 
Collins  says  the  tradition  was  that  that  was  the  loca- 
tion of  Jason  Torrey 's  first  "Improvements."  With 
the  entry  of  his  diary  for  Aug.  8  as  a  guide,  it  was  a 
simple  matter  to  locate  the  Gaskell  tract  and  its  boun- 
daries showed  the  tradition  to  be  true.  The  land 
purchased  from  William  and  Elizabeth  Kimble  was 
where  he  built  his  first  log  house  and  later  a  more 
commodious  one. 
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The  de  Havilaeds. 

Can  anything  better  illustrate  the  *  'Medley"  of  our 
material  than  this  transition  from  the  Beech  Woods 
of  Northern  Pennsylvania  to  the  shores  of  France  and 
the  Channel  Isles?  It  is  a  long  step  backward,  and 
all  this  interesting  associated  history  comes  to  us 
through  our  search  for  the  elusive  second  wife  of 
Capt.  William  Torrey,  our  first  American  immigrant. 

With  the  sanction  of  a  member  of  the  Haviland 
family,  I  have  collected  from  the  "Chronicles  of  the 
de  Havillands"  the  following  material  of  interest  to 
the  descendants  of  Jane  Haviland  Torrey.  The  facts 
are  not  presented  in  the  orderly  manner  a  more  ex- 
perienced writer  would  follow,  but  I  have  tried  to 
give  you,  very  informally,  interesting  side  lights  on 
our  family  history. 

Mr.  Frederic  Haviland,  late  of  New  York  City, 
gave  Edwin  F.  Torrey  a  copy  of  this  valuable  work 
in  1895.  One  cannot  appreciate  the  vastness  of  re- 
search it  represents,  without  a  thorough  study  of  the 
volume.  Everything  is  verified  by  recorded  docu- 
ments and  letters  and  the  authority  given.  It  is,  I 
understand,  a  reprint  of  a  very  old  book, and  is  inter- 
esting as  a  rare  production,  as  well  as  for  its  wealth 
of  information.  The  American  edition  was  privately 
printed  in  1895.  It  contains  data  that  would  have  re- 
joiced the  hearts  of  those  who  gave  us  the  Torrey 
genealogy.  To  the  members  of  the  Haviland  family 
who  have  preserved  this  connected  and  authentic 
record,  we  are  deeply  indebted. 

F.  R.  T.  T. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  CHRONICLES. 

William  Torrey,  of  the  5th  generation  in  our  Tor- 
rey Genealogy,  was  the  first  of  our  Ancestors  to  come 
to  America.  He  arrived  in  1640.  Ten  years  earlier 
he  had  married  in  Bristol,  England,  Jane  Haviland. 
She  bore  him  two  sons,  and  died  two  years  before  he 
came  to  this  country.  Her  son  William  (6th  in  the 
Torrey  line  and  22nd  in  the  Haviland)  is  the  connect- 
ing link  between  the  families  of  Haviland  and  Torrey 
which  makes  the  extracts  from  the  Chronicles  that 
are  introduced  below  of  more  than  passing  interest 
to  our  line  of  descent. 

Near  Balfleur,  on  the  north  coast  of  France,  the 
River  Saire  enters  the  English  Channel,  and  "but 
three  flights  of  an  arrow  above  the  river's  mouth  lies 
the  strong  Castle  of  Haverland,"  (a  historian  of  1 1  50 
tells  us)  and  goes  on  to  describe  its  attack  from  the 
Norse  Vikings  during  King  Alfred's  reign,  888,  A.D. 
An  old  Document  states,  that  this  castle  was  the 
cradle  of  the  Haviland  family,  but  a  more  definite 
introduction  seems  to  come  from  Guernsey,  one  of 
the  Channel  Islands,  just  across  the  peninsula  from 
the  "Castle  de  Haverland."  Near  that  castle  lived  a 
Norman  Lord  who  in  1061  was  dispatched  by  Duke 
Wm.  to  the  relief  of  the  Isle  of  Guernsey,  which  had 
been  attacked  by  pirates.  Success  was  rewarded  by 
a  grant  to  him  and  his  followers  of  one-half  of  the 
Island.  From  the  fact  that  five  years  later,  records 
prove  the  Havilands  to  be  property  owners  in  Guern- 
sey, it  is  surmised  that  they  were  numbered  with  the 
Duke's  followers.  This  was  at  the  time  of  the  Con- 
quest of  England,  by  William  the  Conqueror.  The 
changes  brought   about  by  William,  resulted  in  the 
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Saxon  nobility  being-  deprived  of  their  rank;  and  their 
estates,  and  titles,  and  coats  of  arms,  given  to  the 
Normans.  All  lands  were  held  directly  from  the 
"king  on  condition  of  military  or  other  service.  These 
large  apportionments  of  land  carried  with  them  the 
title  of  Baronet,  or  Lord,  and  their  Houses  were 
called  Manor-houses. 

3 

Among  those  accompanying  Duke  William  across 
the  Channel  in  1066,  when  he  so  successfully  asserted 
his  claim  to  the  English  throne,  was  one  "Sieur  de 
Haverlain,"  as  the  name  is  spelled  in  the  old  1463 
record — page  3  of  Haviland  Chronicles.  He  is  count- 
ed No.  3  in  the  numbering  of  the  Haviland  genera- 
tions. This  numeration  I  will  introduce  here,  and 
follow  down  to  our  ancestress  Jane.  Old  seals  at- 
tached to  early  charters  show  a  great  variety  of  ways 
of  spelling  the  name  but  they  surround  the  same 
device,  a  three-turreted  castle,  which  was  the  Havi- 
land Coat-of-arms. 

4 

The  fourth  generation  is  missing. 

5 

The  next  on  record  is  Robert,  (5)  baron  of  Haver- 
land.  His  name  appears  in  1 130  A.  D.  as  a  witness 
to  a  deed. 

6 

Robert  de  Haverland  (6)  was,  in  11 79  A.  D.,  Dep- 
uty Governor  of  Guernsey.  Of  the  same  generation 
Philipin  de  Havilland's  name  is  found  as  one  of  the 
nobles  present  at  the  dedication  of  St.  Martin's 
Church,  Guernsey,  in  1199. 
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7 

Robert,  Baron  de  Haverland  (7).  His  name  ap- 
pears as  a  witness,  in  12 19,  to  a  Charter  of  Philip 
d'  Aubigne,  granting  lands  in  Guernsey  to  the  Mon- 
astery of  St.  Michael's  Mount. 

8 

In  this  generation  three  names  appear  (1233J. 
Michael  and  Richard  each  forfeited  their  possessions 
in  Normandie,  for  adherence  to  England's  king  John. 
This  was  a  loyal  generation,  for  William  (8),  next  of 
the  family,  lord  of  Haverland,  accompanied  Richard 
Coeur  de  Lion  to  Palestine,  and  in  memory  of  this 
crusade  added  two  martlets  to  his  paternal  arms. 

9 

" Peter  (9),  lord  of  Haverland,"  eldest  son  of  Wil- 
liam (8),  ceded  some  land  to  a  Monastery  of  Montis- 
bourg,  1  Feb.  1260  A.  D.  His  green  seal  is  attached 
to  the  charter,  a  castle  triple  towered  and  on  each 
side  turret  a  Martlet  surrounded  by  "S.  Petri  de 
Haviland." 

To  this  generation  also  belongs  Rudolph.  (9) 

10 

Bernard  de  Haverland.  (10) 

11 

William  de  Haverland,  (11)  son  of  Bernard.     1299. 

12 

Thomas  de  Haverland.  (12) 

13 

William  de  Haverland.  (13) 

14 

Bernard  de  Haverland,  (14)  and  Hamelin  de  Hav- 
illand.  (14) 

The    last    four    names   are    in    1331    mentioned    as 
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being  tenants  of  the  king,  in  Guernsey.      Edward  III 
was  then  reigning. 

15 
Thomas  (15)  sieur  de  Havilland  is  a  notable  figure 
in  the  family  history.  "From  him,  all  who  are  rec- 
ognized as  belonging  to  the  family,  are  descended. 
From  his  eldest  son  Thomas,  (16)  the  Guernsey  line 
derives;  and  from  James,  (16)  and  his  wife,  Helen 
de  Bevoir,  the  two  English  branches  of  Dorsetshire 
and  Somerset  are  descended." 

Let  us  bear  in  mind  that  lightly  as  the  subjects  of 
Heraldry  and  Family  nomenclature  are  regarded  in 
this  country,  some  of  our  ancestors  attached  the  high- 
est importance  to  them,  jealously  guarding  their 
property  in  these  Heraldic  devices,  and  showing  their 
controlling  influence  over  their  lives.  May  we  not 
claim  as  an  honor,  our  right  to  an  interest  in  them,  at 
least  to  the  extent  of  an  intelligent  knowledge  of 
their  derivation? 

When  James  Havilland  (16)  came  to  England,  the 
coat-of-arms  he  brought  with  him,  shows  a  third 
change  in  the  Haviland  coat,  and  three  triple  turret- 
ed  castles  appear,  "to  difference  the  several  branches 
of  the  family."  Also  a  motto,  "Dominus  fortissima 
Turris,"  had  been  added,  (no  crest).  The  absence 
of  a  crest  is  evidence  that  the  family  was  noble  before 
1484  A.  D. 

The  variation  in  the  name  de  Haviland  from  gen- 
eration to  generation  is  curious.  The  prefix  "de" 
was  dropped  by  the  English  branch  about  1500. 
Early  French  records  at  St.  Lo  in  Normandie,  (pre- 
viously mentioned)  state  that  the  cradle  of  the  family 
of    Havillands   was   the    Castle    d'   Abellant    on    the 
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River  Saire  near  Balfleur,  and  that  the  names  of  the 
Seigneurs  of  that  house  have  been  written  Abellant, 
Avilland,  Haverland,  Havellant,  etc.,  etc.  Recorded 
documents  of  the  nth,  12th,  13th,  14th  and  15th 
centuries  have  carried  on  their  escutcheons  the  three- 
towered  castles,  for  their  coat-of-arms. 

Following  Phillippe  Augustus'  confiscation,  and  his 
bestowal  of  their  lands  to  various  religious  orders, 
the  family  banished  itself  from  Normandy  at  the  end 
of  the  14th  century. 

16 

James  (16)  de  Havilland,  Esquire,  second  son  of 
Sieur  Thomas,  (15)  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
England.  His  father  was,  for  bravery  in  the  defense 
of  Mont  Orgueil  Castle,  on  the  Isle  of  Jersey, in  May, 
1467,  awarded  an  interest  in  the  Patent  granted  by 
Edward  IV.  The  siege  lasted  nineteen  weeks.  To 
avail  himself  of  this,  he  established  his  second 
son,  James,  (16)  at  Poole  in  Dorsetshire,  England. 
James  built  up  a  thriving  commerse  which  outlived 
him  more  than  a  century.  In  1502  he  added  at  his 
own  charge,  the  North  Aisle  of  the  Church  of  St. 
James,  which  was,  and  continued  to  be,  the  burial 
place  of  the  Havilands,  so  long  as  any  of  them  re- 
sided in  the  town.  The  church  was  Romanist,  and 
had  four  alters  with  attendant  priests,  James  and  his 
wife  supporting  the  service  for  that  aisle,  and  after 
their  death  the  eldest  descendant  living  became  trus- 
tee. 

In  the  North  Aisle,  over  the  arches,  cut  in  the 
stone  in  large  letters,  are  these  inscriptions,  with  the 
Havilland  and  de  Beauvoir  arms  at  either  side : 
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* 'These  six  arches  were  made  at  the  charge  of 
James  de  Havelland  (16)  and  Helene,  his  wife,  on 
whose  souls  GOD  have  mercy. 

Anno  Domini   1503." 

At  the  East  end  of  this  Aisle  is  a  stone  ''retaining 
marks  of  effigies,  labels,  and  coats-of-arms."  It  was 
for  James  (16)  de  Havelland  and  his  wife,  but  the 
brasses  are  gone,  although  in  1749  the  arms  were  to 
be  seen  there,  and  also  in  the  glass  of  the  windows. 

This  James  (16)  was  born  about  1440,  was  married 
before  leaving  Guernsey,  to  Helene  de  Bevoir.  In 
1494  he  was  Mayor  of  Poole. 

Children. 

Richard  (17),  m.  Eleanor  Cheek. 

James  (17),  rn.  Julia  — 

John  (17) 

William  (17) 

Helene  or  Eleanor  (17),  m.  William  Pitt. 

By  the  death  of  Richard's  only  son,  James  (17)  be- 
came head  of  the  English  branch. 

John  (17)  settled  on  the  Island  of  Purbeck. 

William  (17)  was  a  staunch  Romanist  and  contend- 
ed for  the  following  of  the  ritual,  in  the  Church  of 
St.  James,  in  Poole.  At  this  time  (1547)  a  leaven  of 
reform  was  working;  "the  inhabitants  of  Poole  being 
early  disciples  of  the  'new  learning,' as  it  was  termed, 
and  they  were  the  first  that  in  that  part  of  England 
were  called  Protestants."  This  was  during  the  reign 
of  Edward  VI.  After  the  accession  of  Queen  Mary, 
the  contentions  were  more  violent. 

William  (17)   had  an  only  son,    Matthew  (18),   who 
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was  rector  of  St.  James  church  in  1 566,  but  because 
of  his  Catholic  tendencies,  it  is  said,  he  was  deprived 
in  1570. 

There  is  later  reference  to  Helene  (17),  the  daugh- 
ter. 

17 

James  (17),  our  ancestor,  is  merely"  mentioned  as 
having  a  wife,  Julia,  and  an  only  son,  Christopher. 

13 

Christopher  Havelland  (18),  born  15 12,  married 
Cecilia  Mann,  16  Sept.,  1544.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  "John  Mann,  of  the  West  Gate  House, Canterbury." 

This  Aldermanry  of  the  gates  was  an  honored  po- 
sition. It  demanded  the  furnishing  of  five  knights 
for  its  defense,  and  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  the 
arms  of  that  family  showed  five  spears  iswsuing  from 
battlements. 

Their  children  were: 

Matthew  (19 

James 

Nathaniel 

Margaretta 

Eleanor 

Christopher  died  Jan.  24,  1589.  Cecilia  died  Aug. 
26,  1586. 

19 

Matthew  (19)  Havilland  baptized  at  Poole,  June  15, 
1550,  settled  in  Bristol,  where  he  was  Mayor  in  1607-8. 

He  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Protestant  cause 
and  contributed  largely  toward  the  equipment  of  the 
fleet  sent  against  the  Spanish  Armada.  In  1616  he 
was    Master  of   the  Society  of    Merchants,  and  was 
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Alderman  until  his  death.  He  possessed  the  manor 
of  Hawkesbury,  and  estates  in  Glostershire  and  Som- 
ersetshire. 

ist  wife,  Mary  Kytchin 

2nd  wife,  Joyce  — 

3rd  wife,  Mary  — 

By  Mary  Kytchin  he  had  four  children: 

Robert  (20)  of  Hawkesbury  Manor. 

Matthew,  (20)  unmarried,  said  to  have  assisted  in 
defeat  of  Gunpowder  Plot. 

John,  (20)  the  ancestor  of  the  Somersetshire 
Branch. 

William,  unmarried. 

The  father,  Matthew,  died  March  n,  1619-20. 
The  Chronicles  give  some  quaint  details  of  Matthew's 
life.  He  composed  a  curious  Broadside  which  ex- 
plains itself. 
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A 

MONUMENT 
OF 

God's  most  gracious  preservation  of    England  from 

Spanish  Invasion,  Aug.  2,  1588,  and  Popish 

Treason  November  5,   1605. 


To  My  Posterity. 

God's  ancient  Church  two  solemn  feasts  did  keep, 
Exod.  12, 23  On  *wo  set  days,  by  his  own  Word  directed, 

a  When  Pharao's  Hoste  was  drowned  in  the  deep, 
Lth.  9, 17   bAnd  when  proud  Hainan's  treason  were  detected. 

Two  works  of  equall  grace,  but  greater  wonder, 
The  Lord  hath  done  for  us,  past  all  mans  reason; 
When  Papists  did  attempt  to  bring  us  under 
dNov.26j«)85cBy  Spains  huge  army,and  dam  eddPercie's  treason 

?Sam.  12:14  I  ancI  mv  house  these  egreat  things  will  remember, 
Luke  1 :49     /\ncJ  m  remembrance  sanctifie  two  days, 
In  August  one,  the  other  in  November; 
pr.78!4.86?7.  fBoth  made  by  GOD  for  us  to  give  him  praise. 

Dear  children,  charge  your  children  after  you 
Joel  I:3  Still  to  observe  these  feasts  as  I  now  do. 

Matthew  Haviland.  (19) 
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The  second  feast  was  still  observed  in  Plymouth, 
England,  in  1708. 

His  will  was  proved  at  Bristol  May  22,  1620.  A  leg- 
acy of  five  pounds  is  given  to  "Mr.Yeaman,  preacher, 
to  make  him  a  gowne,  soe  as  will  preach  at  my  funer- 
al, and  his  texte  to  be  on  the  12th  Chapter  of  Ecclesi- 
astes,  7th  verse,  in  the  Church  of  St.  Warborrows.'' 
(St.   Warburgh). 

Also,  a  yearly  payment  of  "four  Pounds  to  the  city 
of  Bristol,  that  twelve  sermons  may  be  preached 
yearly,  for  ever  at  the  Common  Goale  of  said  city." 
In  1643  ^is  legacy  had  increased  to  five  pounds. 

His  mansion  still  stands  in  Small  St. ,  and  his  mon- 
ument is  to  be  seen  at  St.  Werburghe.  He  was  one 
of  the  early  merchant  princes  whose  counting  house 
was  the  four  bronze  pillars,  called  "the  Nails,"  which 
now  stand  in  front  of  the  Exchange. 

The  fact  of  his  life  spanning  the  events  connected 
with  Spain's  defeat,  and  the  failure  of  the  Gunpowder 
plot,  explains  his  interest  in  their  commemoration. 
His  son,  Matthew,  (20)  was  Mayor  of  Bristol  at  the 
time  of  the  Gunpowder  plot. 


Robert  Havilland  (20)  married  Elizabeth  Guise  of 
Elmore,  County  Gloster. 

"In  the  Visitation  of  Glostershire  in  1623  he  was 
entered  as  Robert  Havilland, of  Hawkesbury  Manor." 

Children. 

1.  Matthew  Havilland.  b.  1608,  d.   1670. 

2.  Mary  m.  —  Davies. 

3.  Florence  m.  Robert  Culne  of  Bristol,  d.  before 
1671. 
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4.  Jane  m.  William   Torrey,  Gent.,  of  New   Ing- 
land. 

5.  Elizabeth  m.  George  Offield,  Gent.,  of  Bristol. 
Mr.  Frederick    Havilland,  late  of  New  York  City, 

wrote  trie  following  letter  to  Edwin  F.  Torrey,  of 
Honesdale,  and  about  the  same  time  sent  to  him  a 
copy  of  the  Havilland  Chronicles,  from  which  these 
extracts  have  been  made. 

ANCESTRY  of  JANE  HAVILAND  (21)  TORREY 
Back  to  Thomas  (1 5)  de  Haviland  of  Guernsey, in  1476. 

Her  mother  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Guise, 
Esq.,  of  Elmore.  Her  uncle,  Christopher  Guise, 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Lawrence  Wash- 
ington, Knight  of  Garsden,  in  Wilto.  From  the 
elder  brother  of  this  Sir  Lawrence,  is  supposed 
(though  it  cannot  be  positively  proved)  to  be  descend- 
ed the  illustrious  George  Washington.  In  the  will 
of  Matthew  Haviland,  (21)  brother  of  Jane  Haviland 
(21)  Torrey,  is  the  following:  "To  my  loving  Aunt, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Guise,  and  her  daughters,  my  cousins 
Anne  and  Elizabeth,  20  shillings  apiece  to  buy  each 
of  them  a  rin£." 

Her  father,  Robert  Haviland,  (20)  of  Hawkesbury, 
County  Gloster,  "signed  ye  visitation  of  1623." 
(Heralds).  Her  ancestor,  James  de  Haviland,  (16) 
had  a  daughter  Helene  (17)  or  Eleanor,  who  married 
William,  son  of  Nicholas  Pitt,  and  from  them  were 
descended  the  Earl  of  Chatham  and  James  Russell 
Lowell  of  America. 

I  also  erclose  vou  a  set  of  Haviland  coat-of-arms; 
one  of  them,  No.  7,  was  taken  from  the  seal  attached 
to  the  will  of  Matthew  Haviland,   brother  of    Jane. 
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The  Motto  "Dominus  Fortissima  Turis"  is  from 
Prov.  18:  10.  It  may  also  be  of  interest  to  you  to 
know  that  there  exist  to-day  two  grave  stones  at 
Burial  Hill,  Plymouth,  Mass.,  with  the  name  of  Dea- 
con Haviland  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Torrey.  I  enclose 
copy  of  inscriptions. 

My  ancestor,  William  Haviland,  was  made  a  Free- 
man of  Newport,  R.  I.,  May  17,  1653,  at  the  same 
date  as  Joshua  Torrey  (brother  of  Capt.  William  of 
Weymouth.)  They  were  also  appointed  Commissioners 
to  the  General  Court,  May  21,  1656,  and  the  land  of 
both  is  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Gov.  Benedict  Ar- 
nold, Dec.  24,  1677,  and  proved  July  1,  1678. 

I  suppose  our  two  families  were  united  in  1630,  in 
England,  and  came  to  New  England  ten  years  later. 
I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  know  that  250  years  and 
more  after  the  death  of  Jane  Haviland  Torrey,  there 
were  living  in  America  such  illustrious  descendants 
of  hers  as  your  uncles  and  your  father.  I  regret  that 
I  could  not  have  known  your  father.  I  will  send  you 
later  some  coats-of-arms  other  than  No.  7. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Frederick  Haviland. 

''The  Torrey  coat-of-arms,"  given  on  page  yy  of 
the  Chronicles,  is,  "Sable,  a  Tower  or  within  a 
bordure  vaire." 

From  Frederick  Haviland's  correspondence  are  the 
following  inscriptions  on  two  grave  stones  at  Burial 
Hill,  Plymouth: 
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Heaviland  son  to  i       Elizabeth             Dau 

Deacon  Haviland  & 

Mrs.  to  Deacon  Heaviland  &  Mrs. 

Elizabeth  Torre y —  Elizabeth  Torrey,  his 

His  wife  Dec'd  wife,  dec'd. 

e  e 

July      y     13th  (13)         Nov.     y     2nd 

e         1732  in  1731 

y       17th  year  Aged  7  Months. 

of  his  age. 

Also  this:  "Jane  Haviland  (21)  married  1630  Wil- 
liam Torrey,  Gent.,  of  Combe  St.  Nicholas,  County 
of  Somerset.  She  died  and  was  buried  April  27, 
1639.  (See  Bishop's  Register  at  Wells,  England.)  He 
emigrated  to  New  England  in  1640,  settled  in  Wey- 
mouth, Mass.,  and  died  there  June  10,  1690. 

(A)  William  Torrey  and  Jane  Haviland,  (21)  had 
two  children. 

(B)  (1)  Samuel,  born  in  England  in  161 3;  died  in 
Weymouth,  Mass.,  April  10,  1707.     Wife  Mary. 

(C)  (2)  William,  Wife  Deborah.  Children:  John, 
Samuel,  Joseph,  Philip,  Haviland,  Jane. 

Will  of  (A)dated  May  1 5, 1686, proved  Boston,  July  1691 
"   "   (B)     "     Dec.  9,  1706,      "  "    May  15,  1707 

"   "  (C)     "    Sept,20,i7i5,     "         "    Jan.  30,  1717 


It  is  with  honest  pride  we  may  read  these  annals  of 
men  who  helped  to  make  history,  when  strong  na- 
tions hung  in  the  balance;  and  we  should  rejoice 
that  the  motto  that  they  carried  on  their  Arms  is  also 
our  motto  to-day.    I 

"The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  strong  tower." 

Prov.  18:10. 
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